'J. Canby, Early Bronzc "trinket" n~oulds. h q 27 ( 1965), pp. 42-61 (hereafter Canby).
.3Not everyone agreed. Sec K. Emre, Arloroliclrl Lecrrl Figrrres urid rlreb Srorie Morrlls (Tiirk Tarih Kurumu \ Yay~nlarmdan Scri V1-14). Ankara, 1971 (hereafter Emre); Emre concluded that these and later nioulds For lead figurines \\!ere made in Anatolia For an Anatolian market. R. Merhav generally followed her, but argned for a somewhat later date (An Anatolian trinket mould from the Lipchitz collection, The Isrcrcl il.lrr.veiulr Jo~rrnrrl6 ( 1987), pp. 38-50) . R. Wartke,
I
in his discussion OF the contemporary moulds from Assur in the Bcrlin Museum, also concluded that they were made for the local Anatolian market (Vorderasiatische Gussfornien aus den Staatlichen Museen zu Berlin, I ; o r : s c~l~u r~r~ l r r d Bericl~re 20121 ( 1980) . p. 257; hereafter Wartke).
4A. Giitze (in W. Diirpfeld. 77ojo irrtrl Iliorr. Athens. 1902, pp. 363 IT,) describes it as that or a toothless woman (see also Canby, PI. Xc; Emre, No. 32, 1 1 1. PI. 1:l). It was taken to Berlin by the excavator and disappeared for many years. along with the precious objects from "Priam's Treasure". It had been taken to Russia at the end of World War 11. In 1996, it was displayed at the Pushkin Museum in Moscow, and republished in a catalogue raisonnt: V. Tolstikov, M. Treister, The Goltlo/'T,.c?); (Pushkin Museum), Abrams, 1996, No. 258, pp. 194, 217. jewellery and stamp seals,6 as well as the figurines, and each object has its own pour hole for casting it separately.
None of the moulds came from an excavation. One came "from" Akhisar, about 100 km northeast of Izmir, and one from Izmir itself. These, plus the Troy figurine, suggested the figurine type was western Anatolian in spite of the awkward fact €hat the ancient city of Sippar (Abu Habba), on the Euphrates below Baghdad, was the source given for the same type of mould in the British M u s e~m .~ Fortunately, recent excavations have produced contexts for both the type of figurine and the mould. In the 1990s a figurine was found in Tell Brak, south of Urkesh, on the headwaters of the Khabur, c. 1400 km from Troy.' In 1999, a multi-die mould for a similar figurine was found at T i t r i~ in eastern Turkey c. 1036 km from Troy. It was face down on the floor of a late Early Bronze 111 building, reconfirming the date for the type as the last quarter of the third millennium BC," and lending credence to the provenance of the Sippar mould." We now know that the figurines, and probably also the moulds, can occur in widely different cultures from western Anatolia to northern Mesopotamia at that date. The distinctly regional character of some trinkets did imply that the clientele for the lead items lived in widely dispersed regions.12
It was not the objects that travelled, however; lead had too little value and would have been heavy to carry. It must have been the moulds, designed to make individual trinkets and figurines, that were carried by people going to these far-apart places. A person with such a mould, wherever he happened to be on his journey, could produce a locally popular item almost instantly. All he needed was an open fire and a pinch of lead, perhaps even some lead the villagers kept for mending pots. A figurine, seal or trinket could then be traded for food, water, shelter, labour, or whatever small thing he needed. The locations of the sites where the figurines have been found, Urkesh, Brak and Troy, make it likely that the travellers were involved in trade between metal-rich Anatolia and metal-poor Mesopotamia.13
The far-flung occurrence of the Urkesh figurine type leaves the question of its native popularity 'For the lzmir mould see Canbv. PI. IXa-c. The owner of the Izmir piece was not a collector but the wife of an American soldier stationed in Turkey, who bought it a s a paperweight. The sum, a s I remember it, was five American dollars, a small amount even then. This suggests to me that the seller purch;~sed it locally, and it could, therefore, have been a west Anatolian find. Unfortunately, the last I heard of the piece was in the early sixties when the woman, at my urging, sent it to the Metropolitan Museum to be looked at, but she refused to sell it for the price they offered her. Leiden, 1990, pp. 1 17-30. open. It certainly was not at home at Troy or in central Anatolia, and while similarities of individual details may be found elsewhere and in other media, no exact parallel has yet been found. The best, it seems to me, is still at Mari.14 The home of the figurine type could be somewhere outside Anatolia, perhaps in northern Syria or Iraq where moulds were common and lead figures continued to be produced.15 The figurine from Troy may have lost its Anatolian homeland, but it now assumes greater importance as proof that caravans from far east in Syria travelled as far west as the Aegean coast of Turkey.
The Anatolian character of the Urkesh figurine type was also assumed because of links to the numerous early second-millennium lead figurines and moulds from the Assyrian colonies in Anatolia that have been considered of local manufacture.16 This attribution may also be questioned. The figurines have indeed been found at Anatolian sites, but they were found only in the houses of Assyrian merchants, and not in later periods. Moreover, most look foreign when compared to the full-bodied, sculptural quality of contemporary Anatolian arts." A plump and curvaceous lead figurine from Karahoyiik18 and a mould allegedly from Kultepe19 illustrate the kind of lead figurines the local artists produced.20
Like the "Anatolian Style" cylinder seals used by earlier merchant^,^' the flat lead pieces with linear details resemble contemporary sculpture on the basins at Ebla in North Syria.22 The flat lead figures are also not exclusively found in Anatolia. They have turned up in widely different areas: at Judeideh in the A m~q , '~ at Ebla in western S~r i a , '~ and to the east at Chagar B a~a r , '~ just south of Urkesh, and at Tell a1 Rimah c. 150 km still further southeast in Iraq.'" The moulds to make flat lead figurines with linear details are again, I think, objects belonging to the travelling merchants of this period.
